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father thought her beautiful or intelligent ? The question
was hard to answer, but one thing was certain: Genji
managed not to spend much time alone with her. ' No/
said Yugiri to himself, ' I cannot remember his doing more
than bring her some little present or chat with her for a few
moments from outside her screen ever since I have been in
the house/

About this time old Princess Omiya took her vows, and
though this necessitated a change of costume, it did not
prevent her being as anxious as ever to make a good im-
pression, and she continued to take the greatest possible
pains with her appearance. Yugiri had indeed always
known people with whom appearances counted for a great
deal; while the lady who had been put in charge of him,
having never been particularly handsome, had, now that
she was no longer quite young, grown somewhat angular,
and her hair was becoming scanty. These things made a
disagreeable impression upon him.

As the year drew towards a close, Princess Omiya's whole
attention became occupied with the delightful task of
making ready the young scholar's New Year clothes. It
was a splendid costume, that he could not deny. But it did
not seem to interest him very much. * I don't know why
you have ordered all these clothes/ he said at last; * I have
no intention of going to Court at all on New Year's day*
Why did you suppose I meant to ? * ' What a way to
talk!' she said in bitter disappointment, ' One would
think you were already an old gentleman hardly able to
drag yourself about!' * One can have the feeling that
one's life is over, without being old/ he muttered, his eyes
filling with tears. She knew quite well what was on his
mind, and felt very sorry for him. But she thought it
better not to discuss the matter and said gently: * A man
ought to bear bimself with pride even if he knows that he